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St. Joseph's Catholic Primary School & Pre-School
Art and Design 
Intent
At St Joseph’s School, our Art and Design curriculum aims to:

Inspire creativity, imagination and self‑expression in all pupils.

Equip children with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design.

Expose pupils to a wide range of artists, designers and craftspeople from diverse cultures, eras and backgrounds.

Develop pupils’ understanding of colour, line, shape, form, texture and pattern.

Provide opportunities to explore a variety of media and techniques, including drawing, painting, sculpture, collage, textiles and digital art.

Encourage children to evaluate and reflect on their work, building resilience and pride in their achievements.

Build cultural capital by helping children understand how art reflects and shapes the world around them.

Implementation
We deliver this through:

A clear progression of skills from EYFS to Year 6, ensuring children revisit and build upon previous learning.

Practical, hands‑on lessons where pupils are taught techniques explicitly and given time to practise, refine and apply them.

Focused study of significant artists that inform children’s own work and broaden their cultural experience.

Sketchbooks used across KS1 and KS2 to record ideas, practise skills, and reflect on learning.

Cross‑curricular links, for example using art to support history, geography, science and literacy.

Use of varied materials and tools, ensuring all children experience a broad range of artistic resources.

Inclusive teaching approaches, adapting tasks so that every child can succeed and express themselves creatively.

Displays and celebration of artwork across the school to value children’s achievements and inspire others.

Impact
By the end of primary school, pupils:

Show increasing confidence and skill when using a wide range of materials and techniques.

Can talk about their work and the work of others, using appropriate artistic vocabulary.

Demonstrate creative thinking, problem‑solving and the ability to reflect and make improvements.

Produce artwork that shows progression in control, technique and originality.

Have a secure understanding of how art contributes to culture, history and society.

Take pride in their achievements and enjoy expressing themselves through art.

Leave KS2 with the foundations for secondary art, including curiosity, confidence and a willingness to experiment.

The Art and Design subject is supported through ‘Grammasaurs’ online resources for teachers and pupils. 
The Curriculum Map
Class teachers to access the online year group unit overview. 
	Year Group
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term

	EYFS
	Expressive arts and design 
Exploring texture and collage. 
	Expressive arts and design.
Representing through mark making and paint. 
	Expressive arts and design.
Creating sculptures and structures. 

	Year 1

Does abstract art mean anything? 
	Monochrome 
	Chromatic 
	Sculpture with clay 

	Year 2
How can artists use colour? 
	Sculpture with clay
	Monochrome 
	Chromatic

	Year 3
What is illustration? 
	Chromatic 
	Sculpture with clay
	Monochrome 

	Year 4
Why do artists keep sketch books? 
	Monochrome 
	Chromatic
	Sculpture with clay

	Year 5
How realistic do portraits need to be? 
	Sculpture with clay
	Monochrome
	Chromatic

	Year 6
Can art help to save the planet? 
	Chromatic
	Sculpture with clay
	Monochrome
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